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Lifeboats; Land Search; Cliff, Mud, Mountain, Swift Water and Flood Rescue

What is SARA?
SARA is a volunteer search and rescue charity, with Lifeboat and Rescue Stations along the length of
the River Severn. The teams based at Beachley (near Chepstow) and Newport work together, to
perform rescues on the Usk, Ebbw and Wye as well as the Severn, and to conduct land search and
rescue across Gloucestershire. In 2019 SARA conducted 109 different operations.

SARA News
The autumn months have been busy ones for SARA; not only with callouts. We have been blessed
by a series of generous donations, from across the community. Certus Construction, our new nextdoor neighbours, made a lifeboat to compete in the
Brockweir Soapbox Derby, and raised over £3,000 for
us. They have also been very helpful in clearing away
debris from the slipway after major floods this year.
Chepstow & Caldicot Lions funded some advanced first
aid training equipment, which we had been after for
some time. Just before Christmas, Easy Car Care in
Bulwark completed a huge amount of work on our
Mobile 10 landrover and the ISU - really vital work to
keep these assets going! We are also also grateful for
the ongoing support of the Coventry Building Society,
and the Devauden Village Hall Committee, as well as
many other people and organisations.

The team at Easy Car Care, with Mobile 10

And… during the autumn we also found time for
more helicopter training, numerous searches, a
rescue from woods near Redbrook and all 6 of our
hardworking Casualty Carer (Advanced First Aid)
class passed their gruelling exam and are qualified
for another 3 years. Well done to all!

The Certus Construction ‘Lifeboat’

CPR and AED Training Equipment,
from Chepstow & Caldicot Lions

Cymru Kitchens
We are grateful to Cymru Kitchens,
for sponsoring the SARA
Newsletter
Designing rooms for modern living
www.cymrukitchens.com
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Skenfrith Floods
One Friday evening in October, Beachley and
Newport Teams were deployed to Skenfrith, to
support South Wales Fire and Rescue Service
at a flood - the River Monnow had burst its
banks. En route on a minor road, the Newport
team came across a car with two elderly
occupants stuck in rising water.
They had
called 999 but time was running out for them!
Having quickly put on drysuits etc, the SARA
Newport Team were able to rescue them and
keep them warm until the Fire Service arrived.

The Newport team have also been busy fundraising across the area, and showing off the
lifeboat to admirers young and old. Two young
future crew members came on board at Friars
Walk in December, and their mother made a
wonderful photo-shopped image as a result!

Once in Skenfrith, as part of an operation to
evacuate around 50 people, the two teams
worked with the Fire Service to check on a
number of flooded houses near the Castle.
SARA Lifeboat 14 ‘The Maureen Easton’,
not on a callout!

Glos Police Award

Stood down from Skenfrith and on their way
back, they came into an area of Monmouth
which had flooded since they passed through
earlier. They were then asked to help the Fire
Service and HART Team Paramedics with
checking a number of houses in which the
residents had become marooned.
They
completed this around 1am and could then
finally return to base.

In November, a SARA delegation attended the
Gloucestershire Police and Police & Crime
Commissioner’s Impact Awards ceremony, at
which they received the Caroline Symes
Memorial Bowl.
This recognises volunteer
organisations which carry out outstanding work.
Sergeant Jim Griffiths, a Police Search Adviser
who often works alongside us, said: "SARA is
without a doubt for me the best search resource
that I have got in terms of missing person
searches."
The Gloucestershire Police team
had also made a fantastic video about SARA,
which is available at http://tinyurl.com/saragpv

Busy in Newport
On another afternoon Newport were requested
to launch to a vessel adrift by Newport Bridge. It
was however low tide and the boat was
aground, so the decision was taken to launch
later to recover the vessel.
Newport Coxwain Richard stated “We launched
both boats that evening and found that the
vessel had became trapped underneath the
structural column of Newport Bridge and was in
imminent danger of capsizing as the lifeboat
arrived on scene. The crews managed to free
the vessel before towing it to a safe location”.

Our delegation receiving the award from Chief
Constable Rod Hansen and the Lord Lieutenant of
Gloucestershire Edward Gillespie OBE.
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SARA Upton Station

New Team Members

SARA has announced the arrival of SARA
Upton Rescue Station, as the latest
enhancement to its coverage of the Severn
Area. The base at Upton-upon-Severn has
been created by a merger with the WEIR Team,
which has now transferred into SARA. SARA
had a base at Upton-upon-Severn in the 1980s
- this merger completes a cycle of change.

During November and December most of the
Land Search Trainees completed their training,
and joined the ranks of the operational team
members. We also have three lifeboat trainees
who are now finishing their training.

Paul Gray, until December a Trustee of WEIR,
was a member of the original SARA base at
Upton and commented “The WEIR Team have
worked very hard over the past two years to
develop a small but professional standard
rescue team; I am very proud of what we have
achieved and now we are delighted to be rejoining the SARA family.”

Training courses for both Land Search and
Lifeboat crews will be run again during 2020, so
please get in touch of you are interested in
joining!

SARA at Westminster

The management teams of SARA and WEIR

The SARA Upton Rescue Station is currently
the base for 3 rescue boats and a nucleus of 7
trained team members, and is now looking to
commence a recruitment and intensive training
drive for new members in the new year. SARA
CEO Mark Carwardine commented “I am
delighted to welcome the Upton team as
members of SARA and it’s clear that they bring
with them significant experience.”

In October, we were honoured to attend a
Reception for Independent Lifeboats at The
House of Commons. Many thanks to the former
MP for Eastleigh for organising the reception,
which was also supported by the Maritime
Minister Nusrat Ghani MP.
We were hosted by Jessica Modern MP, who
gave us marvellous tour of the Palace of
Westminster. It was also great to meet up with
MPs Mark Harper, David Davies and Ruth
Jones, and other MPs covering SARA’s area.
We had a number of very useful conversations
with other Independent Lifeboat Organisations.

SARA Chair of Trustees Jim Hewitt added "by
taking back responsibility at Upton, we will fill a
gap in our rescue cover. It improves our flood
and general emergency response, especially to
the people of the town of Upton-upon-Severn
and the low-lying communities and waters
between our stations at Tewkesbury and
Kidderminster and including Worcester.”
SARA Upton now has a Facebook page at
facebook.com/sarauptonrslife
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Then, as part of the follow-up, in December the
CEO was invited back to the Dept for Transport
to discuss the use of blue lights in forthcoming
legislation.
We look forward to seeing this
progress during 2020.
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Don’t Drink and Drown
This autumn we have been delighted to join the
Royal Life Saving Society (RLSS)’s ‘Don’t Drink
and Drown’ Campaign. We have produced a
series of flyers which are being distributed to
pubs and other establishments close to the
waterways in our area, as well as putting out
reminders on our social media.

Set up a Direct Debit!
SARA depends on donations. A small
monthly donation would help us immensely.
Just email info@sara-rescue.org.uk to
request a Direct Debit email. From the link
we send you, you can enter your bank
details directly into a secure website.
Please don’t forget to tick the ‘Gift Aid’ box!

Please Join Us!
We are always looking for new operational crew
members, both as Lifeboat Crew and Land
Team Members.
Supported by

Severn Area Rescue Association

Every winter, people have accidents after or
during a night out and accidentally fall into the
water. Please don't let it be you or one of your
friends! So be a mate…
90% of men who go missing after a night out
are found in the water. Please don't be tempted
by that short-cut route alongside the canal or
the river when it's dark, be safe and take the
long way home.
#DontDrinkandDrown
#BeAMate

In addition, our Fundraisers help to raise the
essential money which is needed to keep the
Station operational. Other Specialist Members
have skills such as administration and vehicle
mechanics, which are essential to keeping the
operation going.
All operational team members need to be
physically fit and must be able to swim; lifeboat
crew should ideally live within 15 minutes of
Beachley or Malpas. Full training is provided regular attendance during the training course is
needed to become operational, and then
continuation & progression training can follow.

Could this be you?
For more information,
please contact
info@sararescue.org.uk

SARA (Severn Area Rescue Association) is a Registered Charity in England & Wales No: 505504
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